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S¢ suddenly soon is my leave now that 1éttoro,
80 important hitherto, seem of comparatively small im-
portance ! I have now packed Oor arranged for the dis-
posal of all my furniture and kit, and my office is about
t0o be handed over to the 9fficer taxing oun my duties
from me. At present it is understood that the Colonel
wishes me t0 return t0 Diwaniyah at the end of my leave -
but you know how uncertain things are. In some ways I
shall like t¢ return here. I have a very nice house,
and have als0 made my garden quite pleasant. Again a
change Of scene t0 the MOsul or Kirkuk areas would be
interesting.

The prevalence of fever in Diwaniyah itselrf is
much less now and there are many less deaths in this
district. Other districts, nowever, continue t0 suffer
pretty severely. Many Shaikhs and notables have been
in t0 say goodbye t0 me on my departure for leave —— a
few of them in a gquite genuinely friendly spirit. Amongst
others Saoud Beg al Sa'doun has been in, the brother of
Ajami Pasha, a notorious pro-Turk banished from Irdq.
S8apud Beg is a clever young man — at the moment trying

to assist in the readmission of his brother ! Recently
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Sacud Beg murdered a clerk in nis household but seems
t0 have escaped any serious conseguences ! All seems
to have ended up rather satisfactorily in my little
difference of opinion with a certain 8quﬁdronqLeader
at AsH.Q. ! I wrote a candid letter to the latter and
a strong statement of the case to the Colonel — and in
the end the 8/L was guite satisfactorily silenced. When
last I saw him he was most unaggressive ! The Colonel
also on my last visit was markedly fr;endly; and we had
a long and unusually cordial chat on affairs in general.

At the end of the official "chat" he expressed
"great relief" that he is after all able t0 let me go
off on leave this year, as he had been 80 afraidmy
"gtrenuous work" would cause my health to break down !!
He seemed quite genuine — perhaps he really was, who
knows !! Sometimes I find him interesting and like-
able, at others ne exasperates and [(ills me with dis-
trust. Anyhow he has now given me ny leave —
and in a most frienaly spirit to all appearances.

Have just had news of a most distressing "crash"
in Hinaidil yesterday. A large machine crashed inteo
a building and it seems that ten Air Force fellows have
been killed. Several of them I knew, and one, Sterling-

Webb, who was 1st.Pilot, was d0wn here with his machine
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some ten days ago. We discovered we had met one another
at the big Webster dance in London, and he knows Joan
Chapman and, I think, had met Mollie. He had had a
forced landing the other side of Dagharan. I went out
to assist him, and he stayed a night in my Dagharah
house. A8 a sand-storm was still in progress next day,
I sent his 2nd Pilot to Diwaniyah in my car, and under-
took t0 guide him by air t0 Diwaniyahe« I, with my faith-
ful attendant, Razouki, therefore went off by air and
guided them in. A8 the big machine, in addition to
about eight passengers, had large supplies 0f gun cotton
and detonators on board, I was glad when we reached
Diwaniyah without further forced landings ! and 80 was
young Razouki, I think, whom I had t0ld in detail about
the bombs and gun cotton, just to see if he would still
be willing %0 come with me !! However, on hearing of
this, he seemed positively insulted at the idea of my
leaving him behind - which speaks well for his loyalty
to his mster !

While in Dagharah with Sterling-Webb, the Muharram
festival happened t0 be in progress. Presently a coy
but friendly message was sent from the ladise of the
house next door,saying that they wished t0 hold a
























